Just a word for all of you out there that are new in Japan. If you are looking for a pretty good selection of foreign books then I suggest that you head over to Shibuya and go to Tower Records. On the 8th or 9th floor (I can't remember which floor) there is a pretty good selection of Foreign books and magazines. The selections that they had appealed to my tastes considerably. They have a lot of the best sellers and more of an upbeat and popular culture selection.
The prices were pretty reasonable and the magazines are a bargain. They had newspapers from around the world in case you are dying to know what is going on in your respective countries. There is no sense in asking your parents or friends to send magazines because you can get a magazine for 500 yen or so. 

If you are in Shinjuku, then you should definitely check out Kinokuniya Book Store. They have many books on Japanese culture and history. If you are looking into studying for the GRE, LSAT, Kanji or other various scholastic tests then you should definitely try out Kinokuniya.

If you are into leisurely reading then I suggest you go to Ebisu and check out a book store called GOOD DAY BOOKS. They have a lot of new and used books for a fairly reasonable price. You can also sell some of your books if you are strapped for cash. Not sure if you are going to get much back, but what the hell.

If you can't find a good selection of books that appeal to your taste and you have a credit card or a debit card account then try out www.amazon.co.jp. Although the website is in Japanese, you can punch in your key search and usually find what you are looking for. When you get to the check out page and you are ready to order your item there is a button tab that will change your order into English. I usually type in my address for my base school and sometimes get the book or video on my desk the very next day. WOW! Otherwise if you send the book or video to your house and they deliver it while you are at school it is a pain in the butt to get it. You have to call the Post Office and deal with them and it can be a total hassle. If you cannot speak Japanese then that is another obstacle to tackle. 

Hope this helps out for all you JETS that are missing some brain food. Hope all of you are doing well. Till next time.

Ciao, Lisa Hendricks
