
Fujinoyama Roller Coaster: A
Thrilling Ride in the Heart of Japan

Fujinoyama Roller Coaster, located in the scenic heights of Fujiyoshida, Yamanashi,
Japan, stands as a testament to the adrenaline-pumping world of amusement parks.
When it opened its gates in 1996, Fujinoyama claimed the title of the world's tallest
roller coaster, towering at an impressive 259 feet (79 meters). Not only was it the tallest,
but it also boasted the world's steepest drop at 230 feet (70 meters). For a year, it held
the record as the fastest roller coaster globally until Tower of Terror at Dreamworld in
Queensland, Australia, surpassed it in 1997. Despite its speed accolades, Fujinoyama
did not secure any records for coaster speed, with the Steel Phantom at Kennywood
Group holding the world speed record.

Name and Origin:

Named after the iconic Mount Fuji, which stands proudly west of Tokyo, Fujinoyama
derives its name from "Fuji," meaning king, and "yama," meaning mountain. Although
Mount Fuji is rarely referred to as "Fujinoyama" in Japanese culture, the coaster's name
is a playful nod to potential misunderstandings or mistranslations by foreigners. Similar



to many Japanese roller coasters, the maximum age for riders is 54 years, with a
separate entrance fee of 1,000 yen, in addition to the standard height restrictions.

Design and Track:

Fujinoyama follows the typical layout of roller coasters with a round-trip journey,
featuring various elements common in coaster designs. It includes a substantial initial
drop, a "headchopper" element, and a series of small hills near the end of the ride.

Reception:

The coaster garnered significant attention upon its construction, breaking records and
creating a buzz in the amusement park world. While some locals positively rated the
ride, earning it a 5-star review from coaster enthusiast Stephen Urbanowicz, Fujinoyama
did not make it to the list of the top 50 steel coasters in Amusement Today's 2009
Golden Ticket Awards.

Conclusion:

Fujinoyama Roller Coaster stands as a thrilling attraction, blending the excitement of
roller coaster design with the cultural significance of its namesake, Mount Fuji. Its
record-breaking features and unique design elements contribute to its allure, making it a
must-try for thrill-seekers visiting the Fujiyoshida region in Japan.


